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COURSES conducted by CIVIL’S IAS 
 

1. GS FOUNDATION [PRELIMS cum MAINS]  
a. LECTURE - 14 hours/week: 10 hours (Static Subjects) + 4 hours (Current Affairs) 
b. All NCERTs / Reference Books / Materials will be provided from academy free of cost. 
c. Weekly MCQs and ANSWER WRITING Tests 
d. 24 x 7 AC Library facilities 
e. Weekly Performance Report of students. 
f. Revision Lecture before Prelims and Mains exam 
g. Personal mentorship to students 

 

2. CURRENT AFFAIRS Module [PRELIMS cum MAINS] 
a. Current Affairs lecture - 4 hours / week 
b. Weekly Current Affairs compilations and Monthly Yojana Magazine will be provided from 

academy free of cost. 
c. MCQs and ANSWER WRITING Tests based on Current Affairs 
d. 24 x 7 AC Library facilities 
e. Revision Lecture before Prelims and Mains exam 

 

3. DAILY ANSWER WRITING (online /offline) 
a. Weekly: 16 Questions + 1 Essay 
b. Model Answers / Essay will be provided to students  
c. Evaluation by Faculty only 
d. One to one interaction with students 

 

4. NCERT based TEST SERIES 
a. MCQs and Answer Writing tests based on NCERT 6 - 12th Standards 

 

5. PRELIMS 2020 TEST SERIES 
a. Total 17 Tests (13 SUBJECTWISE + 2 FULL LENGTH + 2 CSAT) 

 

6. MAINS 2020 TEST SERIES (online /offline) 
 

7. MOCK INTERVIEW 
a. Interview and one to one Feedback session with experienced panels. 
b. Recorded CDs of the same will be provided to students 

  

8. GS MAINS - MARKS ENHANCEMENT SERIES [MES] 
a. Coverage of General Studies 1,2,3,4 and ESSAY topics to boost students marks in Mains 

examination. 
 

9. OPTIONAL 
a. Geography 
b. Gujarati Literature 

 

 

http://www.civilsias.com/


 
 

www.civilsias.com                              AHMEDABAD | DELHI                            Page 3 of 30 

INDEX 
 

MAINS TOPICS 
1. WOMEN EMPOWERMENT 

2. DEATH PENALTY 

3. DISINVESTMENT 

4. TRANSGENDERS 

PRELIMS TOPICS 
 

1. POLITICAL PARTIES REGISTRATION TRACKING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (PPRTMS) 

2. DADRA AND NAGAR HAVELI AND DAMAN AND DIU (MERGER OF UNION 

TERRITORIES) BILL, 2019 

3. TIGER CORRIDORS 

4. FASTAG  

5. NATIONWIDE ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION PROGRAMME  

6. NIRBHAYA FUND 

7. SHE-BOX 

8. YUWAAH - YOUTH SKILLING INITIATIVE 
9. OPERATION ‘CLEAN ART’  
10. ANTIBIOTIC PRESCRIPTION RATE 

11. WARMER WINTER  

12. SC / ST CREAMY LAYER 
 

FACTS for ANSWER WRITING 

 

1. GDP GROWTH 
2. INDIAN RAILWAYS 
3. POLICE 
4. BANKING 

 

MODEL ANSWER 

1. SAND MINING 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.civilsias.com/














 
 

www.civilsias.com                              AHMEDABAD | DELHI                            Page 4 of 30 

DEATH PENALTY IN INDIA 

Introduction 

1. Death penalty or capital punishment is the highest degree of punishment that can be awarded to 

an individual under any penal law in force in any part of the world.  

2. According to Indian Penal Code along with other acts ,11 offences committed within territory of 

India are punishable by death: 

a. 120B Being a party to a criminal conspiracy to commit a capital offence 

b. 121 Waging /attempting to wage war / abetting waging of war against Government of India 

c. 132 Abetting a mutiny in armed forces (if a mutiny occurs as a result), engaging in mutiny 

d. 194 Giving / fabricating false evidence with intent to procure conviction of a capital offence 

e. 302, 303 Murder 

f. 305 Abetting suicide of a minor 

g. 364A Kidnapping, in course of which victim was held for ransom or other coercive purposes 

h. 376A, Criminal law amendment act, 2013 Rape if perpetrator inflicts injuries that result in the 

victim's death or incapacitation in a persistent vegetative state, or is a repeat offender 

i. 396 Banditry with murder – in cases where a group of five or more individuals commit banditry 

and one of them commits murder in course of that crime, all members of group are liable for 

the death penalty. 

j. Part II, Section 4 of Prevention of Sati Act Aiding or abetting an act of Sati 

k. 31A of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act - Drug trafficking in cases of repeat 

offences 

3. The Indian justice system is based on deterrent and reformative measures and the inherent principle 

of ‘Innocent until proven guilty.’  

4. In 2007, UN proposed to all its member nations to put a stop on awarding death penalty in their 

respective states for any kind of offence. India firmly rejected the above-mentioned proposal. 

5. As of June 2004, a total of 118 countries (including Canada, Mexico, Australia, Russia, South American 

nations and most European nations) have abolished death penalty in law or practice.  

a. 80 countries and territories have abolished death penalty for all crimes,  

b. 15 countries have abolished death penalty for all but exceptional crimes (such as wartime crimes)  

c. 23 countries can be considered abolitionist in practice, i.e., they retain the death penalty in law but 

have not carried out any executions for the past ten years or more and are believed to have a 

policy or established practice of not carrying out executions. 

6. The constitutional validity of the death penalty has been challenged many times.  

a. It was first challenged in Jagmohan v. State of Uttar Pradesh in which Supreme Court upheld its 

validity stating that “capital punishment itself was not unreasonable per se and neither was its 

abolition in the public interest and hence not violative of the Art. 19 of the Constitution.”  

b. 20th Law Commission in 2015. under chairmanship of Justice A. P. Shah recommended “abolition 

of death penalty in a swift manner except in terror related cases.” 
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Purposes of Punishment 

Punishment has six recognized purposes:  

1. DETERRENCE,  

2. INCAPACITATION,  

3. REHABILITATION,  

4. RETRIBUTION,  

5. RESTITUTION  

6. REFORMATION. 
 

1. DETERRENCE 

a. Specific deterrence prevents crime by frightening an individual defendant with punishment.  

b. General deterrence prevents crime by frightening public with punishment of an individual 

defendant. 

2. INCAPACITATION  

a. Incapacitation prevents crime by removing a defendant from society. 

3. REHABILITATION  

a. Rehabilitation prevents crime by altering a defendant’s behaviour. 

4. RETRIBUTION  

a. Retribution prevents crime by giving victims or society a feeling of avengement 

5. RESTITUTION 

a. Restitution prevents crime by punishing the defendant financially. 

6. REFORMATION 

 

 

Advantages of Death Penalty 
i. It deters bad people to commit heinous crimes. 

ii. It is what hardened criminals deserve. 

iii. The government need not spend for criminals who are murderers and such. 

iv. Death penalty is a just punishment for crimes committed against rights to life, freedom and safety of 

victims. 

 

Disadvantages of Death Penalty 

1. It is not a crime deterrent. 

2. It can result to punishing the wrong people. 

3. It can cause depression and feelings of guilt on people who executed Death Penalty. 

4. It is not humane and cannot be undone. 

5. In relation to free will, some criminals are suffering from mental illness or are having clouded 

judgment at the time of the crime. 

6. Death penalty is a form of revenge.  

7. It is a platform that is anti-poor and discriminatory.  

 

 

http://www.civilsias.com/


 
 

www.civilsias.com                              AHMEDABAD | DELHI                            Page 6 of 30 

DISINVESTMENT 

1. What is Disinvestment? 

a. Disinvestment can be defined as action of an organisation (or government) selling or liquidating an 

asset or subsidiary.  

b. It is also referred to as ‘divestment’ or ‘divestiture.’ 

c. In most contexts, disinvestment typically refers to sale from the government, partly or fully, of a 

government-owned enterprise. 

 

2. Objectives of Disinvestment 

a. A company or a government organisation will typically disinvest an asset either as a strategic move 

for company, or for raising resources to meet general / specific needs. 

b. need for Government to get rid of these units and to concentrate on core activities was identified.  

c. The Government also took a view that it should move out of non-core businesses, especially ones 

where private sector had now entered in a significant way. 

i. Price policy of public sector undertakings 

ii. Under–utilisation of capacity 

iii. Problems related to planning and construction of projects 

iv. Problems of labour, personnel and management 

v. Lack of autonomy  

d. To reduce the financial burden on the Government 

e. To improve public finances 

f. To introduce, competition and market discipline 

g. To fund growth 

h. To encourage wider share of ownership 

i. To depoliticise non-essential services 

 

3. Importance of Disinvestment 

a. Financing increasing fiscal deficit 

b. Financing large-scale infrastructure development 

c. For investing in economy to encourage spending 

d. Almost 40-45% of Centre’s revenue receipts go towards repaying public Debt / interest  

e. For social programs like health and education 

f. Disinvestment also assumes significance due to the prevalence of an increasingly competitive 

environment, which makes it difficult for many PSUs to operate profitably. This leads to a rapid 

erosion of value of the public assets making it critical to disinvest early to realize a high value.  
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The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019 

 

1. DEFINES a transgender person as one whose gender does not match gender assigned at birth. It includes 
a. trans-men and trans-women,  
b. persons with intersex variations, [Intersex variations is defined to mean a person who at birth 

shows variation in his or her primary sexual characteristics, external genitalia, chromosomes, or 
hormones from the normative standard of male or female body.] 

c. gender - queers, and  
d. persons with socio-cultural identities, such as kinnar and hijra.  

  

2. Bill PROHIBITS DISCRIMINATION against a transgender person, including denial of service or unfair 
treatment in relation to:  
a. Education   
b. Employment   
c. Healthcare   
d. access to /enjoyment of goods, facilities, opportunities available to public;  
e. right to movement;  
f. right to reside, rent, or otherwise occupy property;  
g. opportunity to hold public or private office; and  
h. access to a government or private establishment in whose care or custody a transgender person is. 

 

3. Every transgender person shall have a RIGHT TO RESIDE and be included in his household.   
a. If immediate family is unable to care for transgender person, person may be placed in a 

rehabilitation centre, on orders of a competent court. 
 

4. EMPLOYMENT:  
a. No government or private entity can discriminate against a transgender person in employment 

matters, including recruitment, and promotion.   
b. Every establishment is required to designate a person to be a complaint officer to deal with 

complaints in relation to the Act. 
 

5. EDUCATION:  
a. Educational institutions funded or recognized by the relevant government shall provide inclusive 

education, sports and recreational facilities for transgender persons, without discrimination. 
 

6. HEALTH CARE: 
a. The government must take steps to provide health facilities to transgender persons including 

separate HIV surveillance centers, and sex reassignment surgeries.   
b. The government shall review medical curriculum to address health issues of transgender persons 

and provide comprehensive medical insurance schemes for them. 

http://www.civilsias.com/
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7. CERTIFICATE OF IDENTITY for a transgender person: 
a. A transgender person may make an application to District Magistrate for a certificate of identity, 

indicating gender as ‘transgender’.   
b. A revised certificate may be obtained only if individual undergoes surgery to change their gender 

either as a male or a female.  
 

8. WELFARE MEASURES by government: 
a. Bill states that relevant government will take measures to ensure full inclusion and participation of 

transgender persons in society.   
b. It must also take steps for their rescue and rehabilitation, vocational training and self-employment, 

create schemes that are transgender sensitive, and promote their participation in cultural 
activities.  

 

9. OFFENCES AND PENALTIES: 
a. Bill recognizes following offences against transgender persons:  

i. forced or bonded labour (excluding compulsory government service for public purposes),  
ii. denial of use of public places,  

iii. removal from household, and village,  
iv. physical, sexual, verbal, emotional or economic abuse.   

b. Penalties for these offences vary between six months and two years, and a fine. 
 

10. NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR TRANSGENDER PERSONS (NCT): 
a. COMPOSITION:  

i. Union Minister for Social Justice (Chairperson);  
ii. Minister of State for Social Justice (Vice- Chairperson);  

iii. Secretary of the Ministry of Social Justice;  
iv. one representative from ministries including Health, Home Affairs, and Human Resources 

Development.   
v. Other members include representatives of NITI Aayog, and National Human Rights 

Commission.   
vi. State governments will also be represented.   

vii. Council will also consist of five members from the transgender community and  
viii. five experts from non-governmental organizations.  

 

b. FUNCTIONS: 
i. Council will advise the central government as well as monitor impact of policies, legislation 

and projects with respect to transgender persons.  
ii. It will also redress grievances of transgender persons. 
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PRELIMS TOPICS 
1. PPRTMS 

1. Election Commission of India has reviewed system and process of registration of political parties.  
2. The new guidelines will be effective from 1st January,2020.   
3. Accordingly, the “Political Parties Registration Tracking Management System” (PPRTMS) will be 

implemented through an online portal, to facilitate tracking of status of application by applicants.  
4. Salient feature 

a. applicant (who is applying for party registration from 1st January 2020 onwards) will be able to 
track progress of his / her application and will get status update through SMS and email.  

b. The applicant is required to provide contact mobile number and email address of the party / 
applicant in his application if he/she wishes to track the progress of the application. 

5. Registration of Political Parties is governed by provisions of section 29A of Representation of People 
Act, 1951.  

6. A party seeking registration under the said section with the Commission has to submit an application 
to the Commission within a period of 30 days following the date of its formation in prescribed format 
with basic particulars about the party such as name, address, membership details of various units, 
names of office bearers, etc., as required under sub-section (4) of the said section, and such other 
particulars that the Commission has specified under sub-section (6) of Section 29A of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951, as mentioned in the Guidelines for registration. 
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2. DADRA AND NAGAR HAVELI AND DAMAN AND DIU (MERGER OF UNION 

TERRITORIES) BILL, 2019 

 
1. OBJECTIVE: 

a. to provide for merger of union territories of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu, in 
view of fruitful utilization of manpower, improve administrative efficiency, reduce 
administrative expenditure and improve service delivery as well as facilitate better 
monitoring of schemes.  

b. It would also ensure better cadre management of employees. 
c. there will be no change in administration and service conditions and reservation.  
d. Similarly, there will be no change in the status of Group III and IV employees.  
e. The merger would bring about administrative convenience, speedy development and 

effective implementation of central and state government schemes.  
2. The new entity would be called the UT of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu and would be 

governed under the jurisdiction of the Bombay High Court, he added. 
3. NEED FOR MERGER: 

a. there are two secretariats and parallel departments which consume infrastructure and 
manpower in each Union territory.  

b. The Administrator, Secretaries, and Heads of certain departments functions in both the 
Union territories on alternate days affecting their availability to people and monitoring 
functioning of subordinate staff.  

c. The subordinate employees of both the Union territories are separate.  
d. Further, various departments of the Government of India have to co-ordinate with both the 

Union territories separately, causing duplication of works. 
e. Having two separate constitutional and administrative entities in both the Union territories 

leads to lot of duplicity, inefficiency and wasteful expenditure.  
f. Further, this also causes unnecessary financial burden on the Government. Besides these, 

there are various challenges for cadre management and career progression of employees.  
g. Availability of more officers and infrastructure would help in more efficient implementation 

of flagship schemes of the government 
 
Key features of the Bill include: 
1. Amendment of the Constitution:  

a. The First Schedule to the Constitution specifies the territories that come under various 
states and UTs.   

b. The Bill amends the First Schedule to merge the territories of the two UTs: (a) Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli, and (b) Daman and Diu.   

c. The merged territory will form the UT of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu.   
d. This will come into effect from the day notified by the central government. 
e. Article 240(1) of the Constitution allows the President to make regulations for certain UTs, 

including the UTs of Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and Daman and Diu. The Bill amends the 
Article to replace these two UTs with the merged UT.    

http://www.civilsias.com/
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2. Representation in Lok Sabha:  
a. The First Schedule to the Representation of the People Act, 1950 provides one seat in Lok 

Sabha to each of the two UTs.  
b. The Bill seeks to amend the Schedule to allocate two Lok Sabha seats to the merged UT.   

3. Services under the UTs:  
a. Every person employed in connection with the affairs of the existing UTs will provisionally 

serve the merged UT.   
b. The central government will determine whether every such person will finally be allotted 

for service in the merged UT. 
c. The merged UT will take steps to integrate employees into services under its control. The 

central government may give orders and instructions to the merged UT in this regard.  
4. The central government may establish Advisory Committees to assist in ensuring fair treatment of 

all persons affected by these provisions and consideration of any representations made by them.  
a. Representations against any service orders must be made within three months from the 

date of publication, or notice of the order, whichever is earlier. 
b. These provisions will not apply to members of All India Services (such as Indian 

Administrative Services, Indian Police Services, and Indian Forest Services), and persons on 
delegation from any state. 

5. Jurisdiction of High Court: The Bill provides that the jurisdiction of the High Court of Bombay will 
continue to extend to the merged UT.    
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3. TIGER CORRIDORS 
1. National Tiger Conservation Authority in collaboration with Wildlife Institute of India has published a 

document titled “Connecting Tiger Populations for Long-term Conservation”, which has mapped out 32 
major corridors across the country, management interventions for which are operationalized through a 
Tiger Conservation Plan, mandated under section 38V of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.   

2. TIGER CORRIDOR: 
a. A tiger corridor is a stretch of land linking tiger habitats, allowing movement of tigers, prey and 

other wildlife. 
b. Without corridors tiger habitat can become fragmented and tiger populations isolated leaving the 

tigers vulnerable to localized extinction. 
c. corridors are operated under Tiger Conservation Plan. 
d. plan is protected and implemented under section 38V of the Wildlife(Protection) act, 1972. 
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No. Landscape Corridor States/ Country 

1. Shivalik Hills & 
Gangetic 
Plains 

1. Rajaji-Corbett Uttarakhand 

2. Corbett-Dudhwa Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Nepal 

3. Dudhwa-Kishanpur Katerniaghat Uttar Pradesh, Nepal 

2. Central India 
& Eastern 
Ghats 

1. Ranthambhore-Kuno-Madhav Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan 

2. Bandhavgarh-Achanakmar Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh 

3. Bandhavgarh-Sanjay Dubri-Guru 
Ghasidas 

Madhya Pradesh 

4. Guru Ghasidas-Palamau-Lawalong Chhattisgarh & Jharkhand 

5. Kanha-Achanakmar Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh 

6. Kanha-Pench Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra 

7. Pench-Satpura-Melghat Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra 

8. Kanha-Navegaon Nagzira-Tadoba-
Indravati 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh 

9. Indravati-Udanti Sitanadi-Sunabeda Chhattisgarh, Odisha 

10. Similipal-Satkosia Odisha 

11. Nagarjunasagar-Sri Venkateshwara 
National Park 

Andhra Pradesh 

3. Western 
Ghats 

1. Sahyadri-Radhanagari-Goa Maharashtra, Goa 

2. Dandeli Anshi-Shravathi Valley Karnataka 

3. Kudremukh-Bhadra Karnataka 

4. Nagarahole-Pusphagiri-Talakavery Karnataka 

5. Nagarahole-Bandipur-Mudumalai-
Wayanad 

Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu 

6. Nagarahole-Mudumalai-Wayanad Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu 

7. Parambikulam-Eranikulam-Indira 
Gandhi 

Kerala, Tamil Nadu 

8. Kalakad Mundanthurai-Periyar Kerala, Tamil Nadu 

4. North East 1. Kaziranga-Itanagar WLS Assam, Arunachal Pradesh 

2. Kaziranga-Karbi Anglong Assam 

3. Kaziranga-Nameri Assam 

4. Kaziranga-Orang Assam 

5. Kaziranga-Papum Pane Assam 

6. Manas-Buxa Assam, West Bengal, Bhutan 

7. Pakke-Nameri-Sonai Rupai-Manas Arunachal Pradesh, Assam 

8. Dibru Saikhowa-D’Ering-Mehaong Assam, Arunachal Pradesh 

9. Kamlang-Kane-Tale Valley Arunachal Pradesh 

10. Buxa-Jaldapara West Bengal 
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Strategy to manage HUMAN-TIGER NEGATIVE INTERACTIONS 
 
1. Material and logistical support:  

a. Funding support through the ongoing Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Project Tiger, is provided 
to tiger reserves for acquiring capacity in terms of infrastructure and material, to deal with 
tigers dispersing out of source areas.   

b. These are solicited by tiger reserves through an Annual Plan of Operation (APO) every year 
which stems out from an overarching Tiger Conservation Plan (TCP), mandated under Section 
38 V of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.   

c. Inter alia, activities such as payment of ex-gratia and compensation, periodic awareness 
campaigns to sensitize, guide and advise the general populace on man-animal conflict, 
dissemination of information through various forms of media, procurement of immobilization 
equipment, drugs, training and capacity building of forest staff to deal with conflict events are 
generally solicited. 

 
2. Restricting habitat interventions:  

a. Based on the carrying capacity of tigers in a tiger reserve, habitat interventions are restricted 
through an overarching TCP.  

b.  In case tiger numbers are at carrying capacity levels, it is advised that habitat interventions 
should be limited so that there is no excessive spill over of wildlife including tigers thereby 
minimizing man-animal conflict.   

c. Further, in buffer areas around tiger reserves, habitat interventions are restricted such that 
they are sub-optimal vis-à-vis the core/critical tiger habitat areas, judicious enough to facilitate 
dispersal to other rich habitat areas only. 

 
3. Standard Operating Procedure (SOPs):  

a. National Tiger Conservation Authority has issued following three SOPs to deal with man-animal 
conflict which are available in public domain: 

i. To deal with emergency arising due to straying of tigers in human dominated landscapes 
ii. To deal with tiger depredation on livestock 

iii. For active management towards rehabilitation of tigers from source areas at the 
landscape level. 
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4. FASTag  

 

 
1. Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has decided to postpone the date of compulsory 

implementation of FASTags on National Highway Toll Plazas to 15th of December 2019.  
2. The scheme was earlier to launched from the 1st of December 2019. 
3. OBJECTIVE:  

a. In order to save fuel, time and pollution and to ensure seamless movement of traffic, Ministry 
of Road Transport & Highways has launched National Electronic Toll Collection program (NETC) 
which provide for collection of user fee through FASTag based on RFID technology.  

b. It was decided that all lanes (except one lane on each side) in Fee Plazas shall be declared as 
'FASTag lane of Fee Plaza' by 1st of December 2019. 

4. Accordingly, NHAI has equipped all Fee Plazas with Electronic Toll Collection System.  
5. For ease in availability of FASTag , NHAI has launched MyFASTag APP whereby all information 

regarding FASTag can be obtained along with location of POSs and charging/ linking with NHAI/other 
wallets or bank accounts. 

6. What is FASTag? 
a. It is a prepaid radio-frequency identification-enabled tag that facilitates automatic deduction 

of toll charges.  
b. new system will now do away with a stop-over of vehicles and cash transactions at toll plazas.  
c. Projected as ‘Aadhaar’ card for vehicles 
d. FASTag electronic toll collection Programme is being implemented by  

i. Indian Highways Management Company Limited (IHMCL), a company incorporated by 
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI), and  
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ii. National Payments Corporation of India in coordination with Toll Plaza Concessionaires, 
tag issuing agencies and banks. 

e. Currently, FASTag can be bought from 22 certified banks, through  
i. various online platforms,  

ii. online applications and  
iii. at select points-of-sale locations. 

f. WORKING:  
i. The tag, which can be recharged through cheque or online payments, is fixed on the 

windshield of a vehicle, ideally on the glass just behind the rear-view mirror.  
ii. It is scanned by the tag reader and the toll amount is deducted when the vehicle 

approaches a toll plaza.  
iii. The user gets a short message service (SMS) alert on the registered mobile phone about 

all transactions and the available balance. 
g. Service providers have developed a ‘My FASTag’ mobile application to provide a one-stop 

solution to users.  
h. An NHAI prepaid wallet has also been launched, giving users the option of not linking the tags 

to their bank accounts. 
i. FASTag has a validity of five years.  

7. Why does it matter? 
a. A joint study in 2014-15 by Transport Corporation of India and Indian Institute of Management-

Calcutta estimated cost of delay on Indian roads at $6.6 billion per year.  
i. cost of additional fuel consumption due to delays was also put at $14.7 bn / year. 

ii. average cost of delay, including shipper’s expenses, was ₹151.38 an hour.  
iii. annual cost of delay to Indian economy could be a whopping ₹432 bn or $6.6 bn. 

8. What are the benefits? 
a. Apart from plugging revenue leakages and reducing the cost of delays and fuel consumption, 

which is also likely to cut down the nation’s GDP loss, according to the government, the tag 
helps remove bottlenecks, ensures seamless movement of traffic and saves time.  

b. The centralised system provides authentic and real-time data to government agencies for 
better analysis and policy formulation.  

c. It also helps reduce air pollution and use of paper besides cutting cost of managing toll plazas. 
d. It will also check revenue leakage at toll plazas  
e. will help revenue authorities check whether goods vehicles are actually headed to the specified 

destination.  
f. Suppliers and transporters will also be able to keep track of their vehicles through SMS alerts 

generated at each tag reader-enabled toll plaza. 
9. What lies ahead? 

a. On October 14, 2019, IHMCL and GST Network signed a memorandum of understanding for 
integrating FASTag with e-way Bill system.  

b. The arrangement has been made for a more efficient ‘track-and-trace’ mechanism involving 
goods vehicles.  

c. The integration, which will become mandatory across the country from April 2020,  
d. Central government also plans to enable use of FASTag for a range of other facilities such as 

fuel payments and parking charges.  
e. Several States have already signed memoranda of understanding to join the system. 
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5. NATIONWIDE ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION PROGRAMME  

 

1. Nationwide Artificial Insemination Programme (N.A.I.P) which was launched by Prime Minister on 11th  
September, 2019 covering 600 chosen districts including aspirational districts as identified by NITI 
Aayog .  

2. The rate of Artificial Insemination is continuously increasing and has reached an average of 25,000 
animals per day so far. 

3. The NAIP is a campaign mode genetic upgradation program covering all breeds of bovines  
a. to enhance milk production using low cost breeding technology for improving genetic 

merit of milch animals with high quality seed.  
b. The gestation period for getting the benefits from the AI bovine is approximately 3 years. 
c. The aim of the program to inseminate over 1 crore bovines in 6 months & ear-tag them with 

‘PashuAadhaar’ which is a unique identification provided to the animals so as to enable the 
Government to identify and track the animals uniquely with all details such as the breed, 
age, gender and owner details.  

d. Every cow and buffalo under AI will be tagged and can be tracked through Information 
Network on Animal Productivity and Health (INAPH) Database.  
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6. NIRBHAYA FUND 
1. Government of India has set up a dedicated fund called Nirbhaya Fund for implementation of 

initiatives aimed at enhancing the safety and security of women in the country.  

2. Under Nirbhaya Fund, proposed projects should have features like direct impact on  

a. safety and security concerns of women,  

b. optimum use of existing infrastructure,  

c. innovative use of technology,  

d. no duplication of existing government schemes / programmes,  

e. provision for real time intervention as far as possible.  

f. strict privacy and confidentiality of women’s identity and information and defined monitoring 

mechanism. 

3. As per the guidelines issued by Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Women and Child Development is the 

nodal authority for appraisal of the schemes/proposals received under Nirbhaya Fund.  

4. An Empowered Committee of officers (EC) under the Chairpersonship of Secretary, Ministry of Women 

and Child Development has been set up for appraising various schemes/projects proposed to be 

funded from the Nirbhaya Fund. 
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7. SHE-BOX 
1. Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India has developed an online complaint 

management system titled Sexual Harassment electronic–Box (SHe-Box) for  

a. registering complaints related to sexual harassment at workplace by women, including 

government and private employees.  

b. Once a complaint is submitted to the SHe-Box portal, it directly reaches to the concerned 

authority having jurisdiction to take action in the matter. 

2. A total number of 203 cases have been disposed off so far which includes cases under Central 

Government, State Government and Private sector. 

3. The SHe-Box portal has been developed with the objective to facilitate the registration of complaints 

related to sexual harassment of women at workplace. 
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8. YUWAAH - YOUTH SKILLING INITIATIVE 
1. UNICEF has informed that they have launched ‘YuWaah’ Generation Unlimited in India on 1.11.2019.   
2. According to UNICEF, Generation Unlimited, called YuWaah in India, is a multi-stakeholder alliance 

which aims to facilitate youth to gain relevant skills for productive lives and the future of work.  
3. The target age group of YuWaah includes  

a. adolescent girls and boys  
4. key mission is to promote access to foundational, transferable and 21st century skills for youth inside 

and outside formal education systems, which includes  
a. defining foundational skills, life skills and flexible learning and identifying and scaling 

impactful delivery models. 
5. YuWaah intends to create platforms to guide youth to market opportunities (career guidance, 

mentorship, internships, apprenticeships) and facilitate integration of career guidance in school 
education. 
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9. OPERATION ‘CLEAN ART’  
1. “Operation Clean Art was the first pan India operation to crack down on the smuggling of 

mongoose hair in the country. There are six species of mongoose found in India and we have 
mostly recovered [in the raids] grey mongoose [hair],”  

2. ‘Operation Clean Art was conceived by WCCB with the singular aim of ensuring that the mongoose 
hair brush trade be closed down across the country. 

3. The mongoose is listed in Schedule II Part 2 of the Wildlife Protection Act and any smuggling or 
possession of its body part is a non-bailable offence. 

4. For about 150 kg of mongoose hair, at least 6,000 animals would have been killed, Mr. Louise said. 
5. How it will work? 

a. There have been instances in which mongoose hair has been transported using courier 
companies. 

b. Postal authorities are also trying to involve the Postal Department to spread awareness and 
identify illegal trade in wildlife. 

c. There is also a campaign on social media where concerned organizations are urging artists to 
take a pledge to refrain from using brushes made of mongoose hair. 
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10. ANTIBIOTIC PRESCRIPTION RATE 
1. The private sector clocked high levels of antibiotic prescription rates (412 per 1,000 persons per year), 

according to a new study by researchers at the Public Health Foundation of India (PHFI).  
a. highest rate was seen among children aged 0–4 years (636 per 1,000 persons) and  
b. lowest in age group 10–19 years (280 per 1,000 persons). 

2. India is considered to be one of top users of antibiotics and there is a growing problem of antimicrobial 
resistance. 

3. The per capita antibiotic consumption in retail sector has increased by around 22% in five years from 
2012 to 2016. 

4. Though clinical guidelines on judicious antibiotic use explicitly mentions that they should not be 
prescribed for  

a. common cold,  
b. non-specific upper respiratory tract infection (URI),  
c. acute cough illness and 
d. acute bronchitis 

5. study shows a high rate of prescriptions for respiratory infections in primary care. 
6. of the 519 million antibiotic prescriptions,  

a. majority were dispensed for the diseases of the respiratory system (55%), followed by 
genitourinary system (10%) and symptoms, signs and abnormal clinical findings (9%);  

b. generally these infections are viral in origin and self–limiting in nature. 
7. The misuse of antibiotics and easy access fuels antimicrobial resistance (AMR) which is a growing 

concern worldwide and in India. 
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11. WARMER WINTER  
1. “Winter is likely to be warmer than average “ India Meteorological Department (IMD) forecasting 

average minimum temperatures to be “warmer than average” over most of India. 
a. December-January-February season will be hotter, except over “northern-most parts”.  
b. Minimum temperatures over most parts of central and peninsular India are likely to be warmer 

than normal by ≥1 degree Celsius. 
c. India’s ‘core cold wave’ zone covers Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Delhi, Haryana, 

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West 
Bengal, Odisha and Telangana. Temperatures in these States, too, are expected to be on the 
higher side. 

2. REASON:  
a. A trigger for the warm winters are the warm surface waters of the equatorial Pacific Ocean.  
b. The IMD’s weather models expect these surface waters to cool over the winter. 

3. Overall, winter temperatures have been on the rise.  
4. The IMD started issuing winter forecasts in 2016 and, except for 2017, had forecast warm winters for 

all years since then.  
5. Warm winters, experts say, are a sign of global warming.  
6. India on an average is 0.5 degree Celsius warmer than 50 years ago.  
7. Rising temperatures lead to warmer than average ground temperatures and consequently a rise in 

minimum temperatures. 
8. Overall global temperatures are on the rise, with several studies indicating an increase by 1 degree 

Celsius over pre-industrial levels.  
9. At current projections, the global temperature is expected to rise 3.2 degrees Celsius by the end of the 

century and intensify severe weather events. 
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12. SC / ST CREAMY LAYER 
1. The Centre asked Supreme Court to refer to a seven-judge Bench the question whether creamy layer 

concept should apply or not to the Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes while providing them 
reservation in promotions. 

2. On September 26 last year, a five-judge Bench in the Jarnail Singh case unanimously agreed with a 
2006 judgment of another five-judge Bench in the M. Nagaraj case, which had upheld the application 
of the creamy layer principle in promotions.  

3. The 2018 judgment, authored by Justice Rohinton F. Nariman, had also refused the government’s plea 
to refer the 2006 Nagaraj case judgment to a seven-judge Bench. 

4. The 2018 judgment, modifying the part of the Nagaraj case verdict which required the States to show 
quantifiable data to prove the “backwardness” of a Scheduled Caste / Scheduled Tribe in order to 
provide quota in promotion in public employment, had, however, rejected the Centre’s argument that 
the Nagaraj case ruling had misread the creamy layer concept by applying it to the SCs/STs. 
a. “The whole object of reservation is to see that the backward classes of citizens move forward so 

that they may march hand in hand with other citizens of India on an equal basis. This will not be 
possible if only the creamy layer within that class bag all the coveted jobs in the public sector and 
perpetuate themselves, leaving the rest of the class as backward as they always were,” Justice 
Nariman had said, upholding the Nagaraj case ruling. 

b. The 2018 judgment said that when a court applies the creamy layer principle to the Scheduled 
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, it does not in any manner tinker with the Presidential List under 
Article 341 or 342 of the Constitution. The caste or group or sub-group named in the list continues 
exactly as before, Justice Nariman had reasoned. 

c. “It is only those within that group or sub-group, who have come out of untouchability or 
backwardness by virtue of belonging to the creamy layer, who are excluded from the benefit of 
reservation,”  

d. He had observed that unless the creamy layer principle was applied, those genuinely deserving 
reservation would not access it and those who were undeserving within the same class would 
continue to get it.  

e. The court held that the principle was based on the fundamental right to equality. “The benefits, by 
and large, are snatched away by the top creamy layer of the backward caste or class, keeping the 
weakest among the weak always weak and leaving the fortunate layers to consume the whole 
cake,” Justice Nariman had observed. 
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FACTS for ANSWER WRITING 

1. GDP GROWTH 
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2. INDIAN RAILWAYS 
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3. POLICE 
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4. BANKING 
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MODEL ANSWER 

SAND MINING 

Unavailability of river sand cannot be compensated by ocean or desert sand. Discuss. Also 

explain how lack of availability of river sand is adversely affecting India’s construction 

sector? Suggest measures. [15 marks,250 words] 

 
APPROACH (Demand of question) 

a. How river sand is different from ocean and desert sand 

b. How lack of availability of river sand is adversely affecting India’s construction sector 

c. Suggest measures? 

 

 

CONTENT 

a. Presently there is shortage of river sand which is adversely impacting our construction sector as 

river sand is different from ocean or desert sand in following way. 

i. All kinds of sands are not suitable for construction.  
ii. In deserts, due to wind effect, sand grains are too round to stick together.  

iii. Sea sand is better, but its salt content does not work well with steel in reinforced concrete.  
iv. This makes river sand a prized as well as endangered mineral. 

 

b. Now we will see How lack of availability of river sand is adversely affecting India’s construction 

sector. 

i. Poor quality sand affects the quality of concrete and thereby the durability and load 
carrying capacity of infrastructure. 

ii. Sand is crucial in the production of cement as well as for making concrete.  
 

c. We should undertake following measures to deal with shortage of river sand. 

i. Robust import policy 

ii. Recycled Construction and Demolition waste (C&D waste) 

iii. Manufactured sand (m-sand) is produced by the crushing of rocks and quarry stones to a 

required size of 150 microns. 

iv. extracting sand from overburden of coal mines, which is the area above coal seam that 

needs to be removed to carry out mining. 

v. Desilting on major dams 

vi. Desalination of sea sand and then using as construction material. 
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